
St. Bede’s Catholic Primary School & Nursery 

CURRICULUM POLICY 

 

Autumn 2018 

 
 “Shine like a lantern in the presence of the Lord.” 



Page 2 

  
Curriculum Policy Statement 

(1)    Aims 

Breadth, Balance and Depth 

We aim for the curriculum at our school to be broad, balanced and to have depth.  

(2)  How do We Do It? 

Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum. Our pupils are offered a very wide 
range of experiences to extend their understanding of themselves and the world in which they 
live. Skills, attitudes and values are developed to prepare the children for the next stage of 
learning (key stage 1 and 2 ready and secondary ready), and enable them to be successful in 
the community. We believe that effective learning takes place when there is considerable 
emphasis on active involvement, opportunities to talk both imaginatively, expressively and to 
explain and clarify thinking. The school expects everyone to develop and show a sense of 
responsibility and self-discipline whether alone, together, at work or at play, and to support 
policies on equal opportunities. We actively promote British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs to prepare our pupils for life in modern day Britain. We also provide opportunities for 
our pupils to learn about the contribution of Britons and Black citizens to innovation, 
excellence and changes in the world. This policy should be read in conjunctions with The 
New National Curriculum 2014. It is linked to our Equality and Teaching and Learning 
policies. 

There are three strands to the curriculum at our school. 

 Know what is intended; 

 monitor and evaluate the implementation; and, 

 assess the impact.  

 

Know What Is Intended 

At the stage of long term planning, the subject leaders take the lead. They decide what will be studied and 
what will not, with due attention to the National Curriculum.  They also decide the key facts to be 
committed to memory; these will be built upon as the children move through the school.  

The teachers plan in the medium term (objectives for the unit of work) and short term (daily lesson plans). 

Evaluate the Implementation 

There are two sides to this coin. On the one hand the teacher is evaluating children’s progress with 
learning intentions against the assessment framework that the subject leader has designed for their 
particular curriculum area.  

On the other hand, the subject leader is also judging the impact of the delivery of their subject in school. 
They look at planning, outcomes and delivery of lessons to come to a judgement about the effectiveness of 
their curriculum area.  

Assess the Impact 

At the end of the year, the teachers assess summatively for each child against broad level descriptors 
written by the subject leaders. 

This information is collated for each year groups by the subject leader so some overall judgements can be 
made about standards in each area of school life.  
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(3)     The Subject Leader at St Bede’s 

The subject leader maintains their evidence from the year. They maintain a running audit, which is a 
summary of the quality of their subject. To do this they must be clear on what is intended; what the impact 
has been; and the measurement of outcomes in their subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4)    Memory at St Bede’s 

We remember best things that we revisit over and over again. At our school we refer to this as 
‘spinning plates’. Memorising things is akin to the juggler who starts spinning plates on poles. 
Unless he constantly revisits earlier plates - already spinning - to give them an additional nudge, 
they will soon lose their momentum and crash to the ground. Each subject leader is asked to 
identify within their subject the spinning plates information: the fact or concepts that we will 
need to come back to in order to keep skills fresh. In this way, teachers from one year to the next 
can build upon prior learning.  

We know too that memory is associative. We remember things best when we associate them with 
memory jogs – hangars for learning – jingles, phrases and acronyms etc. At St Bede’s we try to 

lace our lessons with these. 

 
(5) Knowledge and Skills and Values 

 
The curriculum contains all three and we strike a balance by having what is meaningful and 
relevant uppermost in our minds. 
 
 

(6) Subjects 
 
CURRICULUM 

Keystage 1(KS1) and Keystage 2 (LKS2 and UKS2) 

From September 2014 we have followed the new National Curriculum Framework 2014, a copy of which 
is available in the Policies section on the School website. 

Every school must provide a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and which:  

1. promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and 

2. prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life 
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The school curriculum comprises all learning and other experiences that each school plans for it’s pupils.  
Every school must follow the National Curriculum but the National Curriculum forms only one part of the 
school curriculum for the education of every child; it is organised on the basis of twelve subjects, classified 
as core and other foundation subjects.   

There is time and space in the school day and in each week, term and year to go beyond the national 
curriculum specifications.  The National Curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge around which 
exciting and stimulating lessons can develop pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the 
wider school curriculum. 

All schools should make provision for personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) drawing on 
good practice; this includes Relationship and Sex Education (RSE).  Schools are also free to include other 
subjects or topics of their choice in planning and designing their own broad and balanced programme of 
education.  The school curriculum by subject and academic year is published online.  

Religious Education 

Under the National Curriculum all schools are required to make provision for a daily act of collective 

worship and must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage. 

At St Bede’s, pupils are given the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of our 
Catholic beliefs, practices, traditions and values. The pupils are encouraged to develop their capacity to 
appreciate, respect and reflect on the Church as a community of believers, the sacraments, the 
worshipping aspects of the Christian community and the effects of belief in the way Christians live their 
lives. Pupils are also brought to an awareness of and respect for other faith traditions, in particular 
Judaism, Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. We use the recommended Religious Education Scheme "Come and 
See” which combines doctrine, scripture, religious and moral practice.  “Journey In Love” is taught 
alongside “Come and See”.  

English (Core)  

We will develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing, spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary.  Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.  A high 
quality education in English will teach pupils to write and speak fluently so they can communicate their 
ideas and emotions and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them.  Through 
reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and 
spiritually.  The main aim of the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of literacy by 
equipping pupils with a strong command of the written and spoken word and to develop their love of 
literature through reading for enjoyment. 

Mathematics (Core)  

The programme provides an opportunity for pupils to develop their numeracy and mathematical 
reasoning in all subjects so that they understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics.  Pupils 
will be taught to apply arithmetic skills to problem solving; understand and use measures; apply geometry 
and algebra; understand statistics collecting; presenting and analysing data; make estimates and check 
their work.  

Science (Core)  

The National Curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils develop scientific knowledge and 
conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics; develop 
understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different types of scientific 
enquiries that help them to answer questions about the world around them and are equipped with the 
scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the future. 

Art and Design 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 
experiences; become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques; 
evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design, and know about great 
artists, craft makers and designers and understand the historical and cultural development of their art 
forms. 

Computing (ICT)  

The aim is to ensure that all pupils can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of 
computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation; can analyse problems 
in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to 
solve such problems; can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar 
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technologies, analytically to solve problems and are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of 
information and communication technology. 

Design and Technology 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to 
perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world; 
build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-
quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users; critique, evaluate and test their ideas and 
products and the work of others and understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to 
cook. 

Foreign Language 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils: 

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 
they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt, and 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Geography 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils: 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of places, seas and oceans, including their defining 
physical and human characteristics 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 
time and  

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of 
data gathered through fieldwork experiences; interpret a range of geographical information , 
including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
and communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps and 
writing at length. 

History 

The National Curriculum for history will ensure that pupils: 

 know and understand the history of these islands from the earliest times to the present day; how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 
wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world; ancient civilisations; the 
expansion and dissolution of empires; features of past non-European societiescand achievements 
and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historical understanding of terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’, 
‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts using them to make connections and draw contrasts, analyse trends, 
frame questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand methods of historical enquiry, and 

 gain historical perspective putting their knowledge into different contexts, understanding 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history, and between short and long term timescales. 

Music 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 
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traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, 
have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the 
opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence, and 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the 
inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 

Physical Education 

The aim is to ensure that all pupils develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities; are 
physically active for sustained periods of time; engage in competitive sports and activities and lead healthy 
active lives. 

Reading 

 Pupils have access to a wide range of books, including a range of multi-cultural readers, which give 
the pupils an opportunity to browse, select and develop personal taste in reading. 

 Group reading sets are used to meet the specific interest of each class and provide selected 
information related to topic work and age groups. 

 All pupils follow a reading scheme and are given books at their own reading level to read at home 
on a daily basis. 

We use Oxford Reading Tree as one of our core reading scheme and supplement this with books 
from many sources. 

The UK's number one reading programme has taught millions of children to read. With systematic 
phonics at its heart, Oxford Reading Tree's well-loved characters, breadth and unrivalled support 
give you everything your children need to become confident and motivated readers. 

More information can be obtained through Oxford Owl's website: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/read-with-oxford/ 

 We have visits from book fayres in which both parents and pupils can buy the latest publications 
and also a number of author visits each academic year. 

 

DISABILITIES 

1. Pupils with disabilities can access the school by ramps which are provided to enable wheelchair 
access throughout the school premises.  There are accessible toilets in both infant and junior 
buildings.   

2. A hard copy of the School’s Accessibility Plan can be obtained from the school office. 

3. The Governing Body reviews and reports annually on the allocation of available resources and the 
success of the school in meeting special educational needs.  In doing so, Governors will have 
regard to the Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 (effective from 1st September 
2014) and the Equality Act 2010. 

INCLUSION 

Catholic means "universal" and it is part of the Catholic belief that all things lead us to God. 

Accordingly, at St Bede's the pupils are encouraged to have a deep respect for and awareness of the beliefs 
and customs of people of other faiths, especially those represented in our local community or at 
appropriate times through other subject areas e.g. History, Geography. 

Within our school pupils come from a variety of different cultural backgrounds, either as first or second 
generation. This enhances our school and the pupils are encouraged to appreciate the unique riches of 
their own and others' backgrounds.  The awareness of ourselves as a multi- cultural society is reflected 
throughout the "Come and See" programme studied in the school. 

Our cultural calendar incorporates other faiths, cultures and religions. 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

As a staff, we focus on early intervention to ensure ‘gaps’ are targeted and intervention is put in place at 
the earliest opportunity. The identification of Special Educational Needs is built into our overall approach 

https://owa2010.redbridge.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=pPYRJRC9nzAkzFLVWY4BAkt0eIQt5Kc43ew_iYZOoeLkw6MEKdzVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2furldefense.proofpoint.com%2fv2%2furl%3fu%3dhttps-3A__www.oxfordowl.co.uk_for-2Dhome_find-2Da-2Dbook_read-2Dwith-2Doxford_%26d%3dDwMFAw%26c%3dzM2jnrrw38epSa7izk-3AA7UiB9qqQYOR8DwBGScH84%26r%3d_2iF2xdDnkfLN-fPHKOhaxyMR4LajcgTwNhH_AK-Rp0%26m%3dPXhxgsf_ZqCKFzVtLk0uBkF95fJSNp9347aXTBULiWs%26s%3ds1WfB-e_KQqV42P4WVlhzfJkD7dENFzGOoZfE91eS4U%26e%3d
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to monitoring the progress and development of all pupils.  

We work in close partnership with parents and carers to identify and break down possible barriers to 
learning so that all our pupils experience success. Parents and carers are invited to regular review 
meetings and pupils play a central role in setting and reviewing targets. 

We follow the Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years 2014 which forms part of 
the Children and Families Act 2014. 

The school’s Local SEND Offer may be viewed at  

http://find.redbridge.gov.uk/kb5/redbridge/fsd/disabilities.page 
 
 
THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

Since September 2008, it has been a legal requirement for all Early Years Providers to meet the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS). The documents set the standards for the 
learning, development and care for children from birth to five. The current EYFS Framework is in 
place until 31st August 2012. A new revised, simpler framework for the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) has been implemented. 

The EYFS seeks to provide: 

 quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress 
and no child gets left behind;  

 a secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned 
around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed 
regularly;  

 partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers;  

 equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is 
included and supported.  

The aim of the EYFS is to: 

 set Standards for learning development and care that a child should experience 
when they are outside the family home 

 provide Equal Opportunities so that no child is disadvantaged because of ethnicity, 
culture, religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties or disabilities, 
gender or ability 

 create Partnership between professionals, parents and all settings attended by each 
child 

 improve quality and consistency by providing a set of standards which apply to all 
settings which will be used as a basis for inspection 

 lay a secure foundation for future learning through learning and development 
which is planned around individual needs and interests of children. 

EARLY LEARNING GOALS 

The Early Learning Goals emphasise early literacy, numeracy and the development of personal 
and social skills as they contribute to the children’s knowledge and understanding and skills in 
other areas. 

Prime Areas: 

1.  Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships, Self-confidence and 
self-awareness and Managing feelings and behaviour. 

2.  Physical Development: Moving and handling and Health and self-care. 

3.  Communication and Language: Listening and attention, Understanding and Speaking 

Specific Areas: 

http://find.redbridge.gov.uk/kb5/redbridge/fsd/disabilities.page
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4.  Literacy: Reading and Writing 

5.  Mathematics: Numbers and Shape, space and measure  

6.  Understanding the World: People and communities, the world and Technology 

7.  Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials and Being 
imaginative. 

These headings are the basis for our schemes of work and our weekly planning comes from this. 

 


