
Reception Information 

September 2021
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Starter Information

Reception information for new starters on St Bede’s website

• You will have received an email containing a link to this, along with 

a link to an on-line registration form for your child.
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http://www.st-bedes.redbridge.sch.uk/Reception-New-Starters-2020.html


Thursday 1st July 2021 
New parents’ meeting 10:00am 

3rd September 2021
Non St Bede’s nursery children only 

10:00am or 1.15pm (time will be confirmed by email)

6th – 8th September 2021
Virtual meetings with parents of children who have not attended St Bede’s.

Induction
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Induction

9th, 10th and 13th September 2021 

All children come to school each day.. 

Arrive at 9.30am and depart at 12pm both from the back gate.

(Church car park).



14th and 15th September 2021

– All children will attend school from 9:30am to 1pm. Children to arrive and depart at 

the church car park gate at the end of the session. All children will be staying for lunch 

which, in the first instance, we will order in class. If your child would prefer a packed 

lunch then please send one into school with your child. Please ensure you tell the school of 

any food allergies before your child starts.

From Wednesday 16th September

– Children will attend school full time 8:50am-3:15pm. Children will be dismissed from 

the front or back gate depending on parents’ preference.  

We will communicate with you regarding this once they start.

Induction
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• Please read the Uniform Policy and booklet carefully.  Children start school wearing their winter uniform.  

We take great pride in our uniform.  You can view our uniform on our website or via the Luscilla’s website. If 

you choose to buy your child’s uniform from another provider, it must match exactly the items on sale via the 

uniform shops.  We will ask you to replace any incorrect items of uniform.  Please speak to the office if you 

have any queries.

• Please ensure that every item of uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name.  This helps us return 

misplaced items.

• Please purchase a St Bede’s book bag and P.E bag for your child (P.E bag in your child’s saint house colour 

which will be confirmed to you by email). Your child’s PE bag must contain a change of clothes, black indoor 

PE plimsolls and underwear which are clearly labelled with your child’s name. They must have a spare pair of 

socks/tights too. Your child will come into school in their PE kit on the day of their PE lesson. You will be 

informed of which this day will be at the beginning of the autumn term. Please read the uniform policy which 

will explain the PE kit.

Uniform
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http://www.st-bedes.redbridge.sch.uk/uniforms.html
http://www.lucillaschoolwear.co.uk/Find-Your-School/St.-Bedes-Catholic/


• All children from Reception to Year 2 are eligible for Universal Free School Meals.

• Our catering service is facilitated by ISS. 

• Children will get a daily choice of menu. At first, your child will choose their lunch in 

class.  We will then give you information on how to select their meal with them in advance 

at home. 

• Alternatively, you may wish to send your child in with a healthy packed lunch.

• We try to be nut free.

• It is very important to complete your paperwork informing us of any allergies your child has 

which may affect daily lunch choices. Any child with a food allergy will need a special 

menu after consultation with our SENCO and ISS. This can take a few weeks to set up.

Lunchtime
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SENCO
Mrs Clarke

SENCO Lead

Please contact Mrs Clarke for any medical issues for your 

child. You can email Mrs Clarke via the office email. 

admin.stbedes@redbridge.gov.uk

Or make an appointment by phone on

Tel: 020 8590 1376

It is vital you let the school know about any health related 

issues for your child.

mailto:admin.stbedes@redbridge.gov.uk


Pupil Premium Entitlement
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• Pupil Premium provides receiving families with fee remission towards such 

things as trips and events. KS2 pupils will also qualify for a free hot 

lunch from Year 3. This funding also gives the school a sum of money 

to provide your child with the best education and additional support

• If you think you might be entitled, please complete the on-line registration 

form available on Redbridge website. 

• We also have information regarding this on our website.



• 7 Areas of Learning taught through half-termly topics

• There are 3 prime areas of learning, 4 specific areas of learning.

• Good level of development is judged as children meeting the 

expected level within:
Prime Specific

– Communication and Language - Literacy

– Physical Development - Maths

– Personal, Social and Emotional Development - Understanding of the World

– - Expressive Arts and Design

Early Years’ Curriculum 
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All areas of learning can be found both in the classroom 

and in the Reception’s outdoor area. So if your child 

prefers to be outside they will still partake in maths and 

phonics activities. They can explore and investigate using 

all the different resources that we have. Your child will 

have opportunities to take ownership of their learning 

through their curiosity which we encourage them to do. 

Investigate and explore is what we like the children to do 

so that they can find the outcome for themselves.



Expressive Arts and Design
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Your child will have many opportunities to explore their creative side both 

indoors and outdoors.

• Role play area/home corner

• Art area

• Model making (junk modeling, playdough and Lego)

• Music time with Mrs Robinson (singing, dancing and playing 

instruments)

• Drama



Physical Development
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Your child will partake in a PE lesson which will be either indoors or outdoors, 

weather permitting.

In Reception’s garden, the children will be able to play on the bikes and scooters  

and make their own obstacle course using an array of resources.

They can use the skipping ropes, hoops, climbing frame, basket ball hoop and balls.

Physical development also includes a child’s fine motor skills, for example cutting 

using scissors and holding a pencil correctly. 



Communication and Language
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Communication and Language is a very important part of your 

child’s learning. This is where they will build upon their vocabulary 

and their understanding on how to communicate with others. They 

will do this through role play introducing a narrative to their play, 

story time (joining in with repeated phrases), carpet sessions where 

our topics are discussed and through building relationships with both 

peers and adults within their environment.



Reading
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Your child will engage with many stories throughout the year linking to our different topics. When we begin 

to teach phonics, your child will bring home the new letter sounds each week. They will learn to listen for 

initial sounds and learn to blend the different sounds that we have learnt to read CVC words. They will 

begin to read simple sentences. Your child will be given reading books, once they have settled into the daily 

routine.

We encourage you to read with your child at least 5 times a week and sign in your child’s reading record 

book. Your child’s reading book will only be changed if they have read 5 times that week. Please ensure their 

reading book is kept in their book bag at all times.

In our setting we believe in providing your children with plenty of opportunities to look at books including 

indoors and outdoors.



Writing
Your child will have many opportunities to mark make within our setting. They are encouraged 

to do this at the beginning of the year. As the year progresses they will participate in 

handwriting activities, where they will build up their confidence to write CVC words using their 

phonetical knowledge. We will encourage your child to write their name, phrases and short 

sentences in a meaningful context. For your child to be able hold a pencil correctly we will 

provide activities that promote their fine motor skills. When encouraging your child to write 

they will be given different types of media to use, for example paint, crayons, chalks. 



Maths

In maths your child will learn about the concept of numbers 0-10. They will learn 

about subitising (being able to recognise an amount of objects without counting 

them individually). They will explore number patterns, for example; number bonds, 

number doubles and odds and evens. They will learn about 2D and 3D shapes. 

Exploring different types of measurement through hands on activities and using 

the correct vocabulary. They will learn to create and extend a ABAB pattern.



Understanding of the World
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People, Culture and Communities – Know some similarities and differences between different 

religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has 

been read in class. Explain some similarities between life in this country and life in other 

countries.

Past and Present – Talk about the lives of people around them. Understand the past through 

different settings and characters.

The Natural World – Explore the natural world around them through observations. Understand  

some important processes and changes in the natural world around them.



RE and PSHE

As we are a Catholic school your child will participate in our daily worship, we 

pray four times a day. Your child will be expected to learn the prayers. They will 

have a weekly liturgy where we celebrate your child’s achievements. The children 

will have the chance to visit St Bede’s and Father Martin. We have a weekly RE 

lesson which follows the ‘Come and See’ programme. They follow the teachings of 

Jesus. The children will also join in with a PSHE  lesson where they will partake 

in small discussions about families, communities, feelings, belonging and 

celebrations.



• Each class has an outdoor area: Children will spend an equal amount of time in both indoor and outdoor 

areas.

• We plan for a balance between adult led and child initiated activities.

• Children are encouraged to be as independent as possible and take ownership of their learning

• Carpet Sessions – Phonics, Maths, RE, PSHE and topic 

• Routine lunchtime play

• Children will be able to access free fruit, milk and water throughout the day. Once your child has turned 

5 they are not entitled to milk but you can purchase it for your child through an online form.

• Weekly PE Lesson

• Weekly Music Lesson

Classroom Routines
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• Baseline Assessments

- The Government’s baseline assessment

- Phonics assessment

- Next steps in their learning

• Parent Consultations

– Discuss child’s settling in period

– Setting targets and next steps in your child’s learning

First Half Term Assessments
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Full attendance (190 days per academic year) is vital for your child’s educational progress. Regular 
absence as is a very serious concern.  There is a proven link between poor attendance at school and 

lower academic achievement (Department for Education (DfE), 2012).

The DfE (2013) state that leave of absence requests for holidays should not be granted. The school 
will only grant leave in term time in the most exceptional circumstances for which evidence will be 

requested. Leave taken without the permission of the Head teacher will be recorded as unauthorised 
and you may be liable to a Penalty Notice fine of £120.00 per parent, per child (£60.00 per parent, 

per child if paid within 21 days). The fines will be issued by Redbridge Education Welfare service.

Attendance
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If your child is absent due to illness, please leave a message on the school absence line 

(0208 590 1376 option 1) before 9am on the morning of the absence.  Alternatively, you can email 

your child’s absence to the office (admin.stbedes@redbridge.gov.uk).

We ask that any medical appointments are made outside of the school day, during holidays.  Should 

this be unavoidable or an emergency, the appointment letter should be emailed in ahead of the 

appointment.

Once your child returns from any absence, please ensure you follow this up with either an email to 

the office or a letter to the class teaching stating the reason for absence.  If we do not receive this, 

you will be asked to provide it at a later date.  If we still do not receive this, your child’s absence will 

be recorded as unauthorised.

Absence
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mailto:admin.stbedes@redbridge.gov.uk


• Termly curriculum information (available on the website)

• Weekly Newsletter/Homework

• Fronter (access from school website):Reception classroom weekly blogs/photos. (This will only 

happen once we have your permission)

• Reading record books

• Topic homework projects

• Lantern of the week

• Parent consultations

• End of year summative reports

• Evidence Me

Communication
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