A weekly newsletter for children, parents, staff and governors of St. Bede’s …

The Lantern

13th May 2022

St. Boniface said of St. Bede that ‘he shone forth
like a lantern.’

Dear Everyone
I hope your week has been a great one.
A week of mixed weather. Wednesday was beautiful—sunny and hot—but, today we had a lot of
rain, meaning the children could not get out to play. Lots of disappointment!
Apologies that last week’s newsletter did not appear on our website before Monday.
The Y2 children have had an opportunity this week to show what they can do, in their SATs. We
were so impressed by how determined and focused they were. Very well done to them! My
thanks to the Y2 staff team, who worked hard to ensure the children were relaxed.
The children are getting very excited about next week., which will bring our royal jubilee celebrations. Mrs Chuck has worked tirelessly to make this a day the children will remember. I once
worked with a deputy who used to say to me, ‘It is so important that a school has as many
‘wow’ moments’ as it can possibly manage—things that will stick in everyone’s memories. We
are hoping that the jubilee celebrations will be one such moment.
You may recall that I invited people to put their names forward to be our Royal Highness for the
day! Although invited, the Queen is understandably busy on that day. The person we have invited to be our very own St. Bede’s Queen Elizabeth was tickled pink when I asked her. She is already excitedly planning her costume. I wonder if the children will be able to work out her true
identity on the day!
Mrs Roberts and I hope you have a fantastic weekend. On Sunday, Noe, Aurelia, Klaudia and
Jakub are making their First Holy Communion. Our congratulations to them.
The weather on Sunday is forecast to be lovely.
Gary
Diary
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - 25th May 2022
Reception trip to Barleylands - 26th May 2022
Year 6 residential trip to the Isle of Wight - 6th - 10th June 2022
Assessment Week— commencing 13th June 2022
Month of June—Year 4 multiplication check
Phonics testing— commencing 6th June 2022
Summer fete—2nd July 2022

Activities in school

"In our PE lesson this week, the
focus has been gymnastics. In our
groups, we have been trying to
make different shapes with
our bodies. Here are some pictures
of our 'wall' and 'ball' shapes. Can
you spot which shapes we are trying to make?"

Lots of musical sounds filling the air, with xylophones and glockenspiels
“It was great fun to play these instruments—we
were learning to play an Egyptian song and it
was great fun.”

All keen to answer the questions! Can
year 2 tell you want they had to do?

In Computing Club…..

“I really enjoyed our geography lesson
as we were working with our partner
and we created a Google site about
earthquakes and volcanos.”

Girl’s Football Club
“Football is really fun and it helps us become really good at it. It helps us to work together to achieve anything.”
“I really like football Club because the skills are fun to learn, and I am with my friends
which is fun but learning football at the same time”.

Playground at lunchtime
“I love the sunshine because it is nice and hot!”
“I love this beautiful sunshine and I love hoola-hooping because I can get active.”
“I fell good about skipping—I love the sunny weather.”

Lots of skills being used in Art Club this week

“I had done the hair by stripes with one of the clay
tools. I tried carving the head and I tried my
best.”

Lunchtime fun!

Learning time

Playtime in
Nursery

Friday’s Top Table Dining
The following pupils joined Miss Appleton and Mrs Wright at the ‘Top Table’ for their
lunch:
Year 1 – Fiorella—for her dedication to towards her class and for always being kind to her
peers.
Year 2 – Otto—for always working hard and making such a huge commitment to his maths
learning.

Year 3— Samuel—for working hard in his writing and scoring 25 on his sound check!
Year 4 – Tammy—for being more confident in her writing and sharing ideas.
Year 5 – Aurelia—for working hard to improve during English.
Year 6 - Joel — being a fantastic friend when a member of year 6 was upset
Well done to all of you!
Lantern Certificates – youngest to oldest
Ariane, Sonny, Kai, Fiorella, Jayden, Alya-Janita, Simon, Maria-Anastasia, Daniel S, Emily W, Annaliese, April,
Henry, Joshua O, Jaida, Abigail Dk, Amelia F, Ciara GD, Luke RJ, Zuzanna, Alice, Henri, Lainey, Michael, Eden,
Victoria G, Amelie, Louisa, Siddant,

Headteacher Awards from youngest to oldest
Ariane, Cristiano, Jojo, Teo, Isabella, Ethan M, Danielle,

Birthdays To Celebrate
Erin, Seamus, Cruz, Tanvee, Ava-Leigh, Jack, Jacob, Maliah, Mosiah and David

This week’s

‘Shout Out’ goes to

our Y2 children who concentrated well this week during their SATs.

Weekly Reflection, with Mrs Mackie

Blessings and prayers for this week.
This week, we have been learning about Islam, as part of
our study of other faiths. Across the school, we talked
about the importance of making time to learn about others
in this way.
The children commented:
‘We do this so that when we go to our new school, if we meet friends who
are not Christian, we will understand each other better ’ – Year 6.
‘It helps us care and respect each other’ – Year 2.
The children have been very enthusiastic, recognising that while there are
differences between it and Christianity, there are also similarities.
When learning about Islam at St Bede’s, we are lucky to have some pupils in
classes who can help us deepen our understanding. It was wonderful seeing
children in Year 3 being captivated by a demonstration from one of their
classmates about Wudu - the washing process before prayer.
Year 6 were examining the five pillars of Islam – the worship and actions
that all Muslims carry out in their life. The pillar that impressed the children
most was ‘Zakat’ - charity - giving 2.5% of earnings each year. They thought
it really showed kindness and compassion for others and it the children
thought it was something from which they could learn.
The prayers which have been appearing in our Reflective Room have been
increasingly moving and beautiful. Here is one from Tolu, in Year 6, aimed
at helping those who are finding things difficult at the moment:
‘Heavenly Father, Please cleanse us of our sins. Help us to purify our
hearts, so we can shine in Jesus’ light. Please keep us safe in the darkest
times of our lives and always be there when we need you. We will always
love you deeply, just as you love us. Let our hearts bind as one in your glory.
Lord in your mercy’

God bless
Mrs Mackie

Famous Mathematicians

Did you know?
Leonhard Euler was a Swiss mathematician, physicist, astronomer, geographer, logician and
engineer who founded the studies of graph theory and topology and made pioneering and influential discoveries in many other branches of mathematics such as analytic number theory,
complex analysis, and infinitesimal calculus.
Math scholars around the world considered Leonhard Euler as one of the greats. His prolific
understanding in solving equations without writing down made him legendary. His discoveries paved the way for an easier way of learning the challenging world of Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Physics. His contributions to Astronomy, Optics, Lunar Theory,
and even Music Theory also added to his prominence.
Leonhard Euler was supposed to follow his father’s footsteps and become a pastor in his Ministry. However, his father’s friend Johann Bernoulli, who was also a popular 18th century
Math wizard, convinced them otherwise. Bernoulli was giving the young Euler private lessons
and discovered his remarkable flair in mathematics. At 13 years old, he entered the University
of Basel in Switzerland and at age 17, he received his Master’s degree. He is a genius, indeed.
Having a photographic memory helped Leonhard Euler in his educational attainment at an
early age. An interesting Leonhard Euler fact is that he could easily remember poems, essays,
and novels word for word. One of the popular stories about this astounding skill is that he
could recite Virgil’s Aeneid from beginning to end without even looking at the book. What
makes the story more incredible is that he could even pinpoint from what page and from what
edition of the book a paragraph came from.
One of the many proofs of Leonhard Euler’s brilliance is that he is known to calculate in his
head. A couple of students were trying to sum up a complicated series but when they reached
a certain decimal point, they could not agree on a specific answer. Euler easily solved the
problem accurately by just computing in his mind without the use of a pen and paper.
Mrs Roberts

