
English 

Year 1 - Typical Expectations for each level 
Reading 

 Independently applies phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

 Accurately reads books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge. 

 Has developed a pleasure in reading, a motivation to read and can clearly explain their 
understanding of a text which they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they 
listen to.  

Writing 

 Punctuates sentences using a capital letter, a full stop, question mark or an exclamation mark; 
uses a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun 
‘I’. 

 Leaves spaces between words. 

 Joins words and clauses using ‘and’. 
Grammar 

 Independently identifies regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es. 

 Independently recognises suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the 
root word. 

 Independently identifies how the prefix –un changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives. 
Spoken English 

 Speaks audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English. 

 Maintains attention, listens and responds appropriately to adults and their peers; asking relevant 
questions to extend their understanding and knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1a 

Reading 

 Applies phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.  

 Accurately reads books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge. 

 Understands the books which they can already read accurately and fluently; clearly explains their 
understanding of what is being read to them. 

Writing 

 Punctuates sentences using a capital letter and a full stop. 

 Is beginning to use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 Leaves spaces between words. 
Grammar 

 Can identify a capital letter, word, full stop, question mark and exclamation mark. 

 Can identify that a capital letter is needed for a name. 
Spoken English 

 Speaks audibly and fluently. 

 Maintains attention, listens and responds appropriately to adults and their peers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1b 

Reading 

 With support, applies phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

 With support, reads books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge. 

 With support can respond to books which they can read and is beginning to explain their 
understanding of a text when prompted. 

Writing 

 Is beginning to punctuate sentences using capital letters and full stops. 

 When prompted recognises that a capital letter is required for names of people, places, the days 
of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 Knows that they should leave spaces between words. 
Grammar 

 Is aware that words can combine to make sentences. 

 
 
 
 
 

1c 



 Recognises the separation of words with spaces. 
Spoken English 

 When prompted maintains attention and listens. 

 Responds to adults and their peers. 
 


